School Health Collaborative

Ensure Access to Health Care for Children in schools in FY’10!
Do not dismantle the health safety net for the children of the Commonwealth.
 School Health Services Optimize Learning ; Help Reduce Health Inequities; Promote Life Long Wellness

Please level fund School Health Services and School Based-Health Services in FY ’10, line Item 4510-2500 (formerly 4590-0250)  for $16.7 million 
Maintaining School Health Services funding also supports the educational and public health agendas of the Commonwealth.
· School nursing and school-based health services reduce high school drop out rates, absenteeism, decrease the number of emergency room visits, and provide a full range of nursing and primary health care services. 
· More than 92% of students seen in either the school nurse office or the school-based health center return to class.
· School-based health centers provide medical care and social support to underserved and difficult to reach children and youth.
· School nurses and school-based health centers support the Mass in Motion initiatives, addressing the serious problem of overweight and obesity with children and youth in the Commonwealth.
· School-based health centers offer comprehensive health care services in 64 schools of which 47 receive state funds.  Comprehensive health services which may include primary care, acute care, mental health and substance abuse prevention and treatment services and oral health services are available to approximately 70,000 students annually. Mental Health and substance abuse services were expanded in five sites in FY’07 and FY’08. 
· The Essential School Health Services Grant program provides a support system in over 83 public school districts and it enhances the school health program and nursing services in partnered public school districts and non-public schools across the Commonwealth.
School nurses and school-based health centers protect the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable children and reduce health inequities.

· School nurses and school-based health center clinicians help to prevent costly illnesses enabling students to remain in school, and help to reduce costs to public and private health care systems.
· The health of school children has become more complex. Children with severe allergies, asthma, diabetes, epilepsy, cancer and other special health care needs and chronic medical conditions are enrolled in our schools. In addition, there has been a rise of social problems among our youth such as substance abuse, depression, and violence. 

· School nurses present in every school system public and non-public work to: meet state mandates for immunizations and screening, administer medications and treatments, assist with educational planning for kids with special health and education needs, serving on the front line as medical first responders for disasters and other public health emergencies, and coordinating care to primary care providers, often with school-based health center clinicians who also provide diagnosis and treatment of acute and chronic disease, behavioral health assessment and services, monitoring health outcomes, and enrolling families into MassHealth, the Children’s Medical Security Plan, and Commonwealth Care.
These programs and services, still being rebuilt from the devastating cuts in 2003, are critical to not only the physical health, but also to the economic health of the Commonwealth.  Please recognize the core value of school-based health centers and school nurses - the prevention of expensive illnesses and injuries down the road—by ensuring that these programs are maintained for both public and non-public schools.
For further information, please contact: MA Coalition of School-Based Health Centers: Antonia Blinn | 617-988-2243 | ablinn@mcsbhc.org  | MA School Nurse Organization: Kathy Hassey |   978-287-4284 |    kahassey@aol.com or Policy Strategists: GCraven@policystrategists.com, sober@policystrategists.com |  MA Public Health Association: Valerie Bassett |  VBassett@mphaweb.org |  Parents Alliance for Catholic Education:  Fred Kalisz | 617-723-9890 | fkalisz@paceorg.net  | 
 |  MA Association of Jewish Federations: Michael Bloom |  mbloom@jcrcboston.org |
|  MA Organization of Nurse Executives: MaryAnn Mulligan |  mamulligan@governmentalstrategies.com |
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