
MSNO responds to a call for leadership in preparation for


Seasonal and H1N1 Pandemic Influenza 2009- 2010
As you all know first hand, during the last few months, Massachusetts and the world, has been responding to the influenza H1N1 outbreak. To assist the State and local communities in preparing for this possibility, the MDPH is convening an Advisory Committee for Pandemic Influenza Preparations. An invitation was extended to MSNO to join this Committee, which will meet for the next several months, to develop and implement specific plans for the fall and winter of 2009/2010. The first meeting of the H1N1 Advisory Committee was held on July 22, 2009. The agenda included the following: introductions by Commissioner Auerbach and a review of response roles from Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (EOPSS), Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA), and Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE); review of H1N1 by Dr. Lauren Smith, medical director; review of State and Federal Fall planning by Mary Clark, EPB; review of vaccination planning by Susan Lett, DPH; and final questions and answers from the attendees which included questions and issues about roles of schools and school nurses. There are a number of important decisions that must be made in the coming months and the Advisory Committee will play an important role in helping MDPH make those decisions. Plans for advisory committee will be to meet monthly to pursue creating a formal proposal, follow-up on feedback and recommendations, and form subcommittees of focus groups to address topics involving influenza pandemic preparedness and vaccination initiatives. The opportunity for MSNO to be at the table among interagency representatives, legislators, and public health leaders, will ensure that the voices of school nurses and the impact on school health services will be heard. 

MSNO has also reached out to MDPH’s officials, to position itself at the table for additional discussion and planning about how we may collaborate and support the community initiative for vaccination and infection control. At a meeting on Aug 7 with Commissioner John Auerbach, Dr. Lauren Smith, Anne Sheetz, , and other key leaders as the DPH, MSNO’s legislative team: Mimi Stamer, Barbara Doucette, Kathy Hassey, and Stacey Ober from Craven and Ober Policy Strategists, LLC, met to discuss MSNO’s role in supporting this public health challenge from a leadership, legislative, and school health perspective. MSNO will collaborate with MDPH, MDESE, and the Massachusetts Association of Public Health Nursing (MAPHN) to promote successful pandemic preparedness and safe and healthy communities.

MSNO will be a resource for our membership about H1N1 communicating the latest information about H1N1 and seasonal influenza via our website, newsletter, and constant contact email. Our fall conference will provide professional development about H1N1 including a presentation by Dr. Lauren Smith.  MSNO will support you, as leaders in school health services and front line health care providers in your communities.
