FACT SHEET

OUTSIDE SECTION 41, GOVERNOR’S FY 11 PROPOSAL, 

H 2.“STUDY COMMISSION ON STATE SCHOOL AID FORMULA” and SCHOOL NURSING

S. 2247, SECTION 16, signed by the Governor January 18, 2010, MSNO acknowledges DESE has been charged with preparing a report on the status of the public education financing system:

SECTION 16.  Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the department of elementary and secondary education shall prepare a report on the current status of the public education financing system in the commonwealth as it currently exists.  The report shall include, but shall not be limited to, the following: (1) the source of and potential remedies for any existing discrepancies between the fiscal demands placed upon and the fiscal assistance provided to municipalities and school districts with similar fiscal capacity and educational responsibilities, including those placed and provided pursuant to chapter 70;  (2) a consideration and evaluation of all the financial resources made available to schools and districts, from all sources, and how they relate to student learning and educational opportunity; and (3) a review of successful educational programs in schools and school districts that achieve their success at relatively lower per pupil costs when compared with schools and districts serving student populations with similar academic and socio-economic characteristics and an assessment of  the possibility of replicating such programs in other schools and school districts.  In compiling the report, the department shall consult with various education personnel, advocacy organizations, and economic experts.  The department shall file said report not later than December 31, 2011 to the joint committee on education.

In H.2 the Governor proposed Outside Section 41 on January 27th, establishing a Study Commission on the State School Aid Formula made up of a selection of organizations: 

SECTION 41.   (a) There shall be a special commission to study the state school aid formula established by chapter 70 of the General Laws.

(b) The commission shall consist of the secretary of education, who shall chair the commission, the commissioner of education or his designee, the commissioner of early education or her designee, the commissioner of higher education or his designee, the secretary of administration and finance or his designee, the house and senate chairs of the joint committee on education, the house and senate chairs of the joint committee on higher education, the chairs of the house and senate committees on ways and means or their designees, a representative chosen by the speaker of the house of representatives, a representative chosen by the president of the senate, a representative chosen by the house minority leader, a representative chosen by the senate minority leader, a representative of each of the following organizations: Massachusetts Municipal Association, Massachusetts Teachers Association, Massachusetts Federation of Teachers, Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents, Massachusetts Association of School Committees, Massachusetts Association of Elementary School Principals, Massachusetts Association of Secondary School Principals, Massachusetts Association of School Business Officers, the Suburban Coalition, the Massachusetts Budget and Policy Center, the Massachusetts Taxpayers Foundation, the Massachusetts Business Alliance for Education, Stand for Children, Early Education for All, the Federation of Children with Special Needs, and 7 members to be selected by the governor.

(c) The commission's study shall include, but not be limited to, a review of the adequacy of the foundation budget, consideration of the appropriate statewide targets for local contribution and state shares of the foundation budget, the possibility of including competitive funding as part of the overall school funding package, the advisability of providing the department of elementary and secondary education with the power to direct spending or otherwise place conditions on district and school spending in underperforming districts or schools, the means by which spending authority might be delegated to the school level through the formula or other regulatory means, the accuracy of the current inflation measures used in the chapter 70 formula, the source of and potential remedies for any existing discrepancies between the fiscal demands placed upon and the fiscal assistance provided to municipalities and school districts with similar fiscal capacity and educational responsibilities, including those placed and provided under chapter 70, a consideration and evaluation of all the financial resources made available to schools and districts, from all sources, including federal funds, and how they relate to student learning and educational opportunity, a review of successful educational programs in schools and school districts that achieve their success at relatively lower per pupil costs when compared with school districts serving student populations with similar academic and socio-economic characteristics and an assessment of the possibility of replicating such programs in other schools and school districts, and any other issues identified as important by the commission.

(d) The commission shall report its conclusions in writing not later than December 1, 2010 to the governor, the secretary of administration and finance, the speaker of the house of representatives, the president of the senate, and the house and senate chairs of the joint committee on education. The report shall include a list of items requiring further study and evaluation through a contracted adequacy study or other academic and statistical research; a recommendation about the scope, goals, recommended budget and preferred methodology of any further study; any such additional study shall be completed not later than December 1, 2011.
MSNO Position on Outside Section 41:  In the charge to said commission, MSNO has been requesting the inclusion of a clear statement that one of the goals of this study analysis, consistent with realizing cost efficiencies and the EDUCATION REFORM ACT of 2010, is to estimate the resources required by school districts to  reduce student dismissal rates and that in conducting its study, the commission shall: …consider and evaluate all the resources which relate to student learning and educational opportunity, including,…  resources needed to reduce student dismissals.  High student dismissal rates are simply unacceptable.  They create significant education system resource inefficiency.  If the Study Commission is retained in the FY11 state budget as an Outside Section, MSNO must be named as one representative involved in educational policy and finance with a unique perspective that the study commission must include.  Massachusetts school nurses are represented by a handful of different unions and in a policy forum such as this would be best served with MSNO presenting the school nurse professional perspective.  Further, school nurses have processes in place and routinely report comprehensive data about students that directly relate to their time in the classroom, readiness to learn and academic achievement.  They would serve as an invaluable resource to this analysis.

