ANNIE MCKAY’S HISTORY

Annie McKay was born on July 29, 1867 in a log house in rural

Beaverton, Ontario, Canada, the fifth of ten children. Interestingly,

Ms. McKay was trained as a schoolteacher in Canada and taught

school before she decided to enter nursing. Her credentials were listed as the
following by the Instructive District Nursing Association (IDNA): Graduate
of Toronto General Hospital, graduate of Victorian Order Training School,
Toronto; Woman’s Hospital in New York, Mass. Charitable Eye & Ear In-
firmary; and District Nurse for Victorian Order for two years. Later on in
her career, she joined the American Red Cross Paris Committee during
WW1. Her family called her “a very dedicated woman” and she seemed to
be on hand in Canada when any family, medical emergency arose. She
passed away in Beaverton, Canada in 1944.

After only 8 weeks after being assigned to her job in the South End’s Quincy
School District in 1905, Ms McKay had already seen 215 cases in school,
and made 576 home visits. Though the school day started at 9 am and fin-
ished at 3 pm, Ms. McKay made home visits to the families both before and
after school in order to impress the parents with the importance of medical
care. Frequently, the nurse just taught simple techniques of self-help, hy-
giene, and how to protect themselves and others from disease. Records show
that Ms. McKay dealt with eye and ear problems, nose, throat, pulmonary
and skin cases, pediculosis, plus medical and surgical issues. After she had
been working in the Quincy district for only three months, more than 70
children had been fitted for glasses.

In addition to her three schools, the Quincy, Way Street and Andrews, An-
nie McKay was also assigned to check on students at the Hawthorne Club, an
after school program near the Way Street School. She wrote a play called
the “Elf Child” for the school, which when it was set to music, was produced
by the program.

With the stroke of her appointment, a system of health assessment, interven-
tion and follow-up for all children within the school system was established,
a legacy that continues to this day.

This pamphlet was prepared by Dorothy Keeney, MSNO Historian
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